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Wednesday 14th July 2021 

* IMPORTANT COVID-19 UPDATE *  

You are probably aware that national covid restrictions are changing on Monday. 
 

You are also probably aware that confirmed cases of covid – both locally and nationally – are 
dramatically increasing, resulting in huge numbers of people needing to self-isolate. 
 

In Newark & Sherwood, we currently have 358 covid cases per 100,000 (BBC data for last week). 
The average is 277. This was caused by an increase of 207 positive test results from the previous 
week. Our closest areas (Gedling, Rushcliffe & Melton) are already reporting over 400 cases per 
100,000. 

 
The latest Government advice for schools says: 

 School leaders need to continue to take action to reduce the spread of transmission in school 

 We need to reduce disruption to education 

 Schools are able to continue with their current protective measure until the end of term, should they 
feel this is appropriate 

 
These protective measures will be reviewed in September, when further guidance is available. 
However, we will not be required to organise the school in ‘bubbles’ – although it may become 
necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary period in the event of a local outbreak. We will 
have an outbreak management plan in place for the autumn term. 
 
KEY CHANGES to be aware of: 
 

 From July 19th, close contacts of confirmed cases will be identified via the NHS Test and Trace 
system, and schools will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. Contacts from a 
school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case specifically 
identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of 
individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close 
contact. 

 From August 16th, children will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by 
NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. 

 Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close 
contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would encourage all individuals 
to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 

 
 
 

Learning & Growing Together in  

FAITH, HOPE & LOVE 



 
 
BE AWARE… 
 

Children can get coronavirus (COVID-19), but they seem to get it less than adults do and it's usually 
less serious. 
 

The main symptoms of COVID-19 are: 
 a high temperature 
 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours 
 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or 

things smell or taste different to normal 
 
If your child has any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, even if they're mild: 
 

1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if they have COVID-19 as soon as possible 
2. You, your child and anyone else you live with should stay at home and not have visitors until you 

get the test result – only leave your home to have the test. 
 

Anyone in your childcare or support bubble should also stay at home if your child has been in close 
contact with them since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started. 
 
What is self-isolation? Self-isolation is when you do not leave your home because you have or 
might have coronavirus (COVID-19). This helps stop the virus spreading to other people.  

You must not leave your home if you are self-isolating. 
 

Self-isolate immediately if: 
 you have any symptoms of COVID-19  or you've tested positive for COVID-19  
 someone you live with has symptoms or has tested positive 
 someone in your childcare or support bubble has symptoms or has tested positive and you’ve been 

in close contact with them since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started 
 you've been told you've been in contact with someone who tested positive  

 

If you test positive, your self-isolation period includes the day your symptoms started (or the day 
you had the test, if you do not have symptoms) and the next 10 full days. Anyone you live with will 
also need to self-isolate at the same time. You may need to self-isolate for longer if you get 
symptoms while self-isolating or your symptoms do not go away. 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL WITH ANY COVID SYMPTOMS or if someone else 
in the household has symptoms. Stay at home and book a PCR test, which is sent to a lab. Do not 
use a lateral-flow test for suspected cases. 
 
 

For the rest of term we will continue with our current arrangements for morning drop-off and 
afternoon collection. Please respect the feelings of staff and parents / carers who still want to 
maintain social distancing and wear masks at these times. Wearing masks is still expected and 
recommended by the Government in crowded and enclosed situations. 
 

Please continue to avoid coming into the school building unless authorised by a member of staff. 
 

Please do not allow your child to bring unnecessary items from home (e.g. toys).  
Children should wear PE to school when it is their PE day. 

 

Many thanks for helping us reduce the transmission of covid-19 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/

